
FOCUS Raleigh Teaching
Fall 2020 

Conversations with Jesus 
 
Dear FOCUS Raleigh Leaders,  
 
We are extremely excited to see how God uses this teaching and your presence in the lives of students 
this year. Thank you for saying yes to this call and responsibility. We believe that leading for FOCUS will 
challenge, encourage, and equip you on your life-long journey with Christ. As you review these Bible 
studies, please allow yourself to sit with the passage and consider how God might be speaking to you 
before you speak with others. We are praying for you and are hopeful that this is enriching and that God 
will provide fruitful ministry for FOCUS and for you individually. 
 
This semester’s teaching program (adjusted from a FOCUS SF teaching program) focuses on 
conversations with Jesus. In order for students to better understand what it means to encounter Jesus 
through the Holy Spirit, we want to look at other encounters that people have had with Jesus (the 
incarnation of God). Our hope is that the conversations that others have had will provide students a 
framework to have their own conversations with Jesus throughout the semester and their life.  
 
Important note: We do not want students to come away from a FOCUS study having only learned 
interesting information about Jesus; we always want them to receive an invitation to encounter Jesus, to 
converse with him, in a way that reflects these stories from the gospels and creates opportunity for 
transformational spiritual change. 
 
For your convenience, the questions of each week’s study generally follow this structure: 
1. What is the context for this conversation? 
2. Why are these people doing what they’re doing? 
3. What does Jesus say to them? 
4. What does this tell us about Jesus? 
5. What does this mean for us? 
 
Please be in touch with any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you and peace be with you! 
Caroline, Kelly, and Ryan 
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Week 1 - The Samaritan Woman at the Well - John 4:4-26 
 
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot 
of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from 
the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask 
me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get 
this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it 
himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the 
water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming 
here to draw water.” 

16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 
husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 
mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.” 

26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

 
Main Point: Jesus came for all people and still offers us true fulfillment even today. 
 
Opening Question: Have you ever felt excluded from a group of people? What was that experience like 
for you?  
 



1. Where does this conversation start? What details are we given about the context of this 
conversation? Why do you think the Samaritan woman is alone at midday getting her water? What does 
this tell us about her? 
 

Midday was the hottest part of the day, when most people would not want to get water. This 
woman was probably an outcast because of the choices she had made, and she probably wanted 
to avoid meeting people at the well. 

 
2. Based on what we learn about her life, where do you think the Samaritan woman is looking for 
fulfillment? Do we look there too? Where else do we look for fulfillment? 
 

She is looking for fulfillment in romantic relationships with men, looking for someone to fill her 
deepest desires for being loved. We often look to relationships too, as well as academics, sports, 
friendships, family. Note to students that these aren’t bad things— in fact, they are often gifts to 
us from God. They just won’t be able to fill us fully. 

 
3. In verse 4, it says that Jesus had to travel through Samaria. Looking at a map *show map*, Jesus really 
didn’t HAVE to travel through Samaria. Jewish people tried to avoid Samaria, so they always avoided it 
when traveling, but Jesus didn't. Then we see the conversation with this woman. What does this say 
about Jesus? How might this set a tone for the other Conversations with Jesus that we’ll be looking at 
this fall? 
 
4. Reread verses 10-15. In your own words, what does Jesus say to the Samaritan woman? What do you 
think he means when he’s talking about living water that will make someone never thirsty again? What 
is he offering her? 
 

Jesus is talking about something that will truly satisfy her in life. He’s telling her that what she’s 
really looking for is a relationship with Him. That she was made for a relationship with God and 
that’s what will fill her so she won’t be “thirsty” for more again. He wants this for her and offers 
it to her— real, full life with him 

 
5. What does this mean for us today? Do you think Jesus can offer us true satisfaction and fulfillment 
too? Why or why not? What do we get from turning to Jesus for fulfillment that we don’t get from 
turning to those other things? 
 

Yes! This is for us too – true life fulfillment that we can’t find anywhere else. The other things we 
turn to are often good things, but they don’t last forever, and they don’t satisfy the deeper 
longings of our hearts. They offer only temporary, surface-level satisfaction. 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Week 2 – Martha and Mary – Luke 10:38-42 
 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha 
opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what 
he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him 
and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help 
me!” 

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few 
things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away 
from her.” 

 
Main Point: What Jesus wants most of us is our presence with him, not the stuff we can do. 
 
Opening Question: Has being busy ever made you miss something more important that was happening? 
 
1. Where does this story take place? What is happening? How do Mary and Martha respond to Jesus 
being in their home? 
 

Martha is busy making preparations, doing the things she thinks are important for having a 
guest. Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to what he is saying. 

 
2. Why is Martha upset? Have you ever felt like that? In this story, do you see yourself as Mary, who is 
quick to sit at Jesus’ feet, or Martha, who is worrying about making everything “perfect” for Jesus?  
 

She is upset because she feels like she is doing “all the work” for the guests, while Mary does 
nothing. Students may have felt this during group projects at school, doing chores at home, etc. 

 
3. How does Jesus respond to Martha? What does he call her attention to?  
 

He affirms that Mary has chosen to spend time with him, which is the most valuable thing in this 
situation. We’ll rarely ever have time where there isn’t busyness, but he wants people to just 
spend time with him, even in our crazy busy times. 
 

4. Last week we talked about Jesus offering us living water, fulfilling us. How do these two passages 
connect? How do we access that living water? How does spending time with Jesus fulfill us? 
 

We access and receive the living water (him!) just by spending time with him. This is how we get 
to know his love, his purpose for our lives, how he is working in the world, etc. – the things that 
get at our deeper longings. The relationship with Jesus that comes out of spending time with him 
is itself the thing that satisfies and fulfills us. 

 
5. What does this look like for us? How do we spend time with Jesus? Do you find this uncomfortable or 
hard to do? How so?  
 

Praying, reading the Bible, going to FOCUS or church, listening to Christian music on Spotify, etc. 
 
 



Week 3 – Zacchaeus – Luke 19:1-10 
 
1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was 
short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, 
since Jesus was coming that way. 

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I 
must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 

7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 

8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the 
amount.” 

9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 
Main Point: Jesus wants to be in a relationship with sinners, and that relationship will change them (us!) 
for good. This is an early way to start talking about how Jesus viewed people differently than teachers of 
the Law. Their definition of a sinner is radically challenged. 
 
Opening Question: Have you ever talked to someone who is famous for something they did? Who? 
What did it feel like? 
 
1. What do we know about Zacchaeus from this story? What do you think a modern equivalent of a 
“chief tax collector” might be? 
 

He was someone who made a lot of money by taking it from his own people while he was 
collecting taxes for the oppressive Roman government; tax collectors often took more than the 
tax amount and kept the extra. See what examples students come up with for someone who 
cheats others for their own gain, a dishonest business manager maybe? Lending practices with 
too much interest? 

 
2. Why was the crowd surprised that Jesus initiated this conversation? Why do they call Zacchaeus a 
“sinner”?  What is missing in their definition of a sinner?  
 

This guy has been stealing their money for years and they can’t believe Jesus would want to be 
around him. They call Zacchaeus a sinner because of unfair tax collecting practices, but they are 
forgetting that since no one is perfect, we are all in fact sinners. 

 
3. How does Jesus start this conversation with Zacchaeus? What effect does this have on him? Why do 
you think Zacchaeus responded in this way? What does this tell us about the effect that Jesus has on 
people? 
 

Jesus calls him by name and invites himself over for dinner. Zacchaeus was so happy that he told 
Jesus he’d give away half of everything he had and repay those he cheated 4x what he stole! 
 



4.  Last week, we talked about two different responses to Jesus  
 

His encounter with Jesus – being wanted, cared for, and loved by God— literally having God 
come home with him— was so powerful, that everything he had valued up to that point didn’t 
matter anymore. All that mattered is that God knew him and loved him and wanted to be with 
him. Being known and cared for by Jesus tends to change the whole way people think about their 
lives. 

 
5. How would you respond if Jesus himself approached you like he approached Zacchaeus? Last week we 
talked about spending time with Jesus, how does it feel to know that Jesus wants to spend time with us 
and actively pursues us? 
 

Obviously we hope students are drawn to Jesus, but give them space to be honest if they are not! 
 
  



Week 4 – The Disabled Man at the Pool – John 5:2-9 
 
2 Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and 
which is surrounded by five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to 
lie—the blind, the lame, the paralyzed. 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight 
years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long 
time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 

7 “Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I 
am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked. 

 
Main Point: Jesus wants us to be well in every way and has the power to make that happen; he doesn’t 
ask us to perform in order to receive that gift. 
 
Opening Question: Have you ever felt like the one thing you need to fix a situation is the one thing that’s 
most  impossible to get? Would anyone like to share an example? Have you ever felt like something you 
desperately need was impossible to reach? Would anyone like to share an example?  
 
1. Why is the disabled man lying by this pool? According to the man, what’s his problem? What does he 
need to be healed?  
 

The word “invalid” means “a person made weak or disabled by illness or injury.” He was hoping 
to be healed, but couldn’t get into the pool fast enough to receive the healing. You may need to 
explain some background here: the belief about this pool was that when the water was stirred 
up by an angel, whoever got there first would be healed.  

 
2. What does Jesus ask of the man before healing him? What does the healing that Jesus offers require 
of him? What does the healing that Jesus offers require of the man?  
 

He asks him if he wants to be healed. All Jesus requires is the desire and an acknowledgement of 
the need for healing. He doesn’t ask the man to do anything in order to receive healing. He 
doesn’t have to walk, or be a good person, or pray in the right way. 

 
3. Where has he searched for healing in the past and where is he looking for healing after talking with 
Jesus?  
 

Jesus meets us where we are and restores us based on his love for us, not based on what we 
have done. Ask students what this might look like for them personally, if they are comfortable 
sharing. 
 

4. Jesus’ question, “do you want to get well?” applies to us today too. What kind of wellness does Jesus 
offer us? Is this appealing to you? Are there things you want that it feels like he can’t offer? Think about 
what kind of sicknesses Jesus is asking you if you want to be healed from. 
 



Remind students of what we’ve been talking about for the last few weeks, that Jesus wants a 
relationship with us and offers us true fulfillment through it. In the same way that he offers this 
man physical healing, he’s offering us spiritual healing: wholeness and life in relationship with 
him, and a soul-level satisfaction. 
Give students space to wrestle with this though; Jesus does not promise to fix all of our 
circumstances, and that can feel more pressing to us, especially when we’re going through hard 
things. 

 
 
 
  



Week 5 – The Rich Young Ruler – Matthew 19:16-22 
 
16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal 
life?” 

17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you 
want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 

18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 

Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 
give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I still lack?” 

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 
Main Point: Jesus wants his followers to value God and other people more than material possessions, 
because this is how he loves us. 
 
Opening Question: When you’re thinking about your future, what are the most important things to you? 
What do you think about when you’re making big life decisions? 
 
1. What does the man in this story want? What does he think he needs to do to get it? 
 

He wants eternal life and thinks he has to do enough good things to earn it. He understands that 
he wants/needs eternal life but thinks doing good will earn that for him.  

 
2. Read verses 13-16. Why do you think Jesus tells the man to sell everything he has? What is he 
pointing out about the man’s values versus what the children values?  
 

Jesus is getting at the heart of the matter: he’s pointing out what’s most important to the man, 
which is not eternal life with God but his wealth. While he was doing good works, he wasn’t 
prioritizing honoring the Lord & keeping those commandments above his own wealth. It’s like he 
was doing good on the outside & hiding his dirty secret (wealth) in his back pocket thinking he 
was hiding it from the Lord. Notice the irony here, that the man is asking for eternal life but 
holding desperately to something temporal. The children are rich in spirit and the man is rich in 
wealth.  
Note to students that God does not “hate the rich.” He loves them and wants to be first in their 
hearts, as he does with everyone. 
 

3. What does this tell us about what matters most to Jesus? What is he saying is the most important 
thing to inherit eternal life? 
 

Jesus wants our love, not just our obedience. Inheriting eternal life is not just about keeping the 
commandments, it’s about what matters most to us and where our hearts lie.  
 



4. This man seems to want his money and possessions more than he wants God. What are the things 
that we find ourselves wanting more than God? Is there a problem with wanting those things? Why or 
why not? Why do we choose them above the relationship with Jesus that he has offered us? 
 

See what students identify as the things we value, likely success, relationships, purpose, pleasure, 
etc. Most of these things are not bad things in themselves, the problem is when we want them 
more than we want Jesus. They may offer immediate satisfaction, but they will not meet our 
deeper longings and they can often disappear quickly. 
This would be a good week to close in prayer if your students are comfortable. 

 
  



Week 6 – Jesus Washing the Disciples’ Feet – John 13:1-17 
 
1 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave this 
world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer 
clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 
clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, 
and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and 
rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for 
you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 
Main Point: Jesus loves and serves and forgives us, and calls us to serve others too because of the way 
Jesus does those things for us.  
 
Opening Question: How do you feel when you are in need of asking for help? Have you ever been caught 
in a mess and needed help getting out of it? 
 
1. Look at verses 1-4. Why does this passage say that Jesus chose to wash his disciples’ feet? What do 
we know about the act of washing feet? Who usually performed this task?  
 

This was a way to demonstrate his love, to show them how he uses his power to serve them. 
Make sure they notice the end of verse 1 (having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end), and verses 3-4 (Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power… so he wrapped a towel around his waist). These are incredible statements if you 
continue to think about them, that the King of the universe with all his power would choose to 
wash his disciples’ feet. Washing feet was usually a servant’s job. 

 
2. In verse 8, Peter refuses to allow Jesus to wash his feet. What do you think Jesus means by his 
response? What is he telling Peter that washing feet is symbolizing? 
 



We haven’t talked about sin yet this semester, but Jesus is talking about washing us of our sin. 
“Imperfections” is a quick synonym for sin. Our sin separates us from God, i.e. e cannot come to 
God on our own, we have to be cleaned first. Our sins have to be forgiven before we can be in 
relationship with a perfect God again. Sin is a condition of our souls, and the parallel in this 
passage is that sin is like when your feet are dirty and you can’t come into the clean house where 
God is. 

 
3. This conversation takes place right before Jesus goes to the cross, and Jesus is trying to explain what 
he is about to do. How does Jesus’ death on the cross wash us of our sin? 
 

On the cross, Jesus gives his perfect life in exchange for ours. Jesus takes all our sin on himself 
and then destroys it, washing us clean.  
 

4. Tying this back to the first question, what does it tell us about Jesus that he chooses to use his power 
this way? 
 

He loves us so much that he will literally die to make a relationship with us possible. 
 
5. How would you summarize what Jesus says in verses 12-17? How do we do this? 
 

Jesus is setting an example of service for us to follow. He wants us to love and serve  and forgive 
one another as he has done for us. Encourage students to come up with concrete ways of 
demonstrating Jesus’ love and service to the people around them. 

 
 
 
  



Week 7 – The Criminals on the Cross – Luke 23:32-43 
 
38 There was a written notice above him, which read: This is the King of the Jews. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself 
and us!” 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 
Main Point: Jesus is always willing to forgive people when they come to him. 
 
Opening Question: Have you ever been caught doing something wrong but not gotten in trouble? What 
does that feel like?Have you ever gotten trouble for doing the right thing?Have you ever taken the 
blame for someone else’s actions? 
 
1. Why are each of them being crucified? 
 

The other two are being severely punished for crimes they did commit, but Jesus is being 
punished for claiming to be a king, which would have been considered treason against Caesar. 
Leader’s Note: Phrased differently – the other two are thief’s, being crucified because of their 
thieving crimes. Jesus on the other hand is being crucified for claiming to be Kind and usurping 
Caesar’s power. 
 

 
2. What’s the difference between what the two criminals say to Jesus? What do these statements say 
about how each one thinks about Jesus? 
 

The first one is mocking him, implying that if he had all the power he claimed to have he would 
be able to get himself off the cross. Since Jesus is staying on the cross, the first criminal thinks he 
is powerless. 
The second criminal wants to be remembered in Jesus’ kingdom, implying he does believe Jesus is 
the king he says he is. Knowing he’s being punished for his crimes, he’s asking for forgiveness and 
life forever with God. 

 
3. How does Jesus respond to the second criminal? What is your reaction to Jesus forgiving this man? 
 

Jesus offers him forgiveness on the spot, confirming that he will be a part of his kingdom. 
Students might feel good that Jesus is so forgiving, but might also feel like it’s a quick forgiveness 
for a crime that must have been pretty intense to deserve crucifixion. 
 

4. What does it say about Jesus that he offers forgiveness to the criminal on the cross? 
 



Nothing deters Jesus from loving people and forgiving them, not even when they’ve committed 
crimes and are being sentenced to death on a cross next to him and have no chance to do 
anything to fix their lives. 

 
5. Do you ever feel like there’s something you’ve done that Jesus can’t forgive? What does this story say 
about that? If you came into today feeling like there was something you’ve done or been done to you 
that Jesus couldn’t forgive, how does this story change that? What does it mean that Jesus has forgiven 
of ALL sins, and how is that personal to you? 
 
“No sin too small that he overlooked it and no sin too big that he couldn’t carry it” 
 

There is nothing we can do that Jesus can’t forgive! Sometimes shame and guilt make us feel 
that way, but anything that says we can’t be forgiven is a lie. 

 
 

 

  



Week 8 – Simon the Pharisee – Luke 7: 36-50 

 

36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house 
and reclined at the table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was 
eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood 
behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with 
her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, 
he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” 

“Tell me, teacher,” he said. 

41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?” 

43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” 

“You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 

 Main Point: Jesus forgives our sin with compassion rather than shaming us. 

 Opening Question: What would you do if you found out a celebrity was having dinner at your best 
friend’s house? 

What would you do if you found out your favorite celebrity was having dinner at your neighbor’s house? 

 1. What happens in this story? Why does Simon the Pharisee react against the sinful woman in his 
house? 

The Pharisees were teachers of the law, and they were very careful to be perfect in following the 
Jewish laws themselves. They tended to judge others for not keeping the law as well as they did, 
so Simon immediately looked down on this woman who was known for being sinful. Plus, this 
moment was probably as weird to him as it sounds to us; washing someone’s feet with your hair 
and tears, and pouring perfume on their feet, was not customary then any more than it is now! 

 2. What does Simon say to himself here? What do you think he is implying about Jesus? 

He thinks Jesus must not know this woman’s reputation, assuming that if he did, Jesus would 
judge her the same way Simon is and wouldn’t want her in his presence. 

3. How does Jesus respond to what Simon is thinking? What do you think the point of this parable is? 



At some point, note to students that Jesus responding to something the  Pharisee said to himself 
means that Jesus just read his mind! The fact that he responded to Simon’s thought is surprising 
in itself. 

Jesus is telling Simon that those who have had more debt are more grateful when the debt is 
forgiven than those who had less debt. The analogy is that “good people” don’t feel as grateful 
for forgiveness because they don’t think they need it as much (ex. Simon) vs. “bad people” who 
know they need forgiveness more (ex. the woman). 

4. What does Jesus’ treatment of the woman tell us about his character?  

For one, he can read minds and must be God. But more than that, he also forgives anyone who 
comes to him and is not turned off by our mistakes and messes. He defends the woman to Simon 
rather than judging her. 

 5. Based on this conversation, how do you think Jesus feels about us when we approach him, with all 
our imperfections? How might this change the way we see others? 

Jesus sees us with love and compassion! If we can come to him no matter what we’ve done, we 
know the same is true for others. We should not judge people who have done wrong things but 
show compassion to them as well. 

  

  

  

 

  

  



Week 9 – The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37  

 25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by 
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 
happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But 
a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 
He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

Leaders Note: Driving home the perceptions of Samaritans at the time will be key.  

Main Point: Just as Jesus comes to wash our sin while we are still a mess, we are called to care for 
others, including those who are different from us/we don’t normally get along with. 

Opening Question: What groups of people are you a part of at your school? Why do we like belonging to 
groups? 

1. Who is the man talking to Jesus? Why do you think he is asking these two questions about eternal life 
and who is his neighbor?  

Verse 25 says he was an expert in the Law, likely a Pharisee. He knew everything there was to 
know about the Jewish Laws and was trying to trick Jesus with his questions. He seems to be 
trying to prove that he’s done everything the Law requires and should therefore be promised 
eternal life by Jesus. But, he is also trying to limit what is asked of him, to only have to do the 
right thing to those who are like him/from his same people group/who he likes, etc. 



 2. What is the point of the story Jesus tells in response to him? Do you know why it’s a big deal that it’s 
the Samaritan that helps the hurt man, rather than the other two Jewish men? 

Let students summarize in their own words, but make sure they understand that the wounded 
man was Jewish, as were the Levite and the Priest— they were supposed to be on the same 
“team,” so to speak. We would expect them to help their own people. The Samaritans on the 
other hand did not get along with the Jews at this time. This makes the fact that the Samaritan 
helped the Jewish man even more incredible. Jesus’ point was not to limit who we define as our 
“neighbors” but to expand the categories of our compassion to include everyone. 

 3. How does Jesus himself demonstrate this with his own life? How is the way Jesus treats us kind of like 
how the Samaritan treats the wounded man? 

Jesus dying for us on the cross is very like the Good Samaritan taking care of the man in the 
story. Jesus meets us where we are, lifts us out of the ditch of sin (which we often dig for 
ourselves!), takes care of us, heals us, and brings us to a better place. There are lots of parallels 
that can be drawn here, see how far students can take it. 

4. At the end, Jesus tells the expert in the Law to “go and do likewise.” How might we do that in our lives 
too? How do we demonstrate Jesus’ love to others like the Good Samaritan did? Why is this hard? Who 
are the people it is hard to treat this way?  

Push students beyond just being nice to people; Jesus dying for us in not just being nice. How do 
we love people who are different from us, in different social groups, who have different opinions 
than us, who might usually be our enemies? How do we heal the wounds that people carry, or 
help them out of the ditches in their lives? 

If students are comfortable, close in prayer, asking God to help us grow in our love for him and to 
“go and do likewise” in our love and care for others.  

  



Week 10 – Peter Walking on Water – Matthew 14:22-33 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, 
while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by 
himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was already a considerable 
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 

25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw him 
walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 

27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 

28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 

29 “Come,” he said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he 
saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 

31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you 
doubt?” 

32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 Main Point: Jesus is present in all circumstances so we need not fear being alone or out of his sight. 

Opening Question:  What do you do when you get scared? What’s usually your first reaction or 
response? 

1. Where does this story take place? What’s going on? What do you think Peter wanted when he asked 
to come out on the water? 

Allow students to guess based on how they might feel in Peter’s place. Maybe Peter wanted 
proof that Jesus was really the one coming toward them and wanted him to prove it with power. 
Or maybe he just wanted to do what Jesus was doing, walking on water.  

 2. Why does Peter get scared? How does Jesus respond to his fear? 

Note that Peter gets scared when he “sees the wind,” when he starts paying more attention to 
the storm instead of Jesus. But Jesus catches him, immediately, willingly, and with love. And with 
an invitation to trust him more deeply. 

 3. Can you relate to Peter? How? Do you ever have times when you look at your circumstances and feel 
afraid or like you’re sinking? Were any of them times when you trusted God to take care of you at first, 
but got scared later? Have there been any moments where you felt let down by God? We know God 
never lets us down, so how do we reconcile that? 



Let students share details if they want to, but don’t force them to. It’s okay if they just say yes, I 
can relate. 

4. What does this story tell us about how Jesus responds to us in our fear? How do we reach out for his 
help? 

All we have to do is ask! All Peter did was cry out to Jesus. When we do that, Jesus is there 
immediately, reaching out, holding on to us, not letting us drown. He might not calm the storm 
immediately, but he will hold us through it. 

  

  

 

  

  



Week 11 – Doubting Thomas – John 20:24-29 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 
were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

 Main Point: Faith, or trusting Jesus, is believing in him even though we do not see him.  

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” 

Hebrews 11:1  

Opening Question: We’ve been talking a lot about Jesus and believing in him. What does it mean to 
believe in Jesus? Do you believe in him? (Ask students to consider this question for themselves, they 
don’t have to answer out loud.) 

 1. This story takes place shortly after Jesus rose from the dead. How does Thomas react to the report 
that the other disciples have seen Jesus alive again? how would you respond to an unbelievable story? 

Thomas refused to believe it unless he saw Jesus himself and got to touch the nail marks and 
wounds Jesus had. Thomas wanted proof, which is similar to how people respond to skeptical 
stories today. We want photographic evidence, or a successful science experiment that 
demonstrates the crazy fact. 

 2. How does Jesus respond to Thomas? What does he do and say? Why is this significant? 

In response to Thomas’ doubts, Jesus shows up! Jesus knew Thomas’ doubt and disbelief, and yet 
he doesn’t hold it against him. Rather, he reveals himself to Thomas. He gives Thomas what he 
needs to believe, but then blesses those who still believe without getting the physical proof 
Thomas had.  

 3. What is Thomas’ response? How do you think he felt at that moment? Have you ever learned 
something about Jesus or had an experience of him that made you feel this way? 

Thomas says, My Lord and my God, probably feeling a mix of awe, fear, relief, embarrassment, 
joy, etc. See if any of your students will share how they felt in a moment where they realized who 



Jesus really is. If they are comfortable sharing, point out that their stories are examples of 
believing without having Jesus physically in front of them. 

4. Is this story comforting or frustrating to you? Why? Do you have doubts about the story of Jesus? 
What does it tell you about how Jesus responds to our doubts? 

Note that it was a week after Thomas said he wanted proof that Jesus appeared to him (v26). 
Jesus might not do things exactly when we want him to, but in time, he will give us what we need 
to believe if we continue to seek him. 

  

 


